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CN donates unique snowplow

we are proud to preserve part of our his-
tory. This donation continues CN’s long
tradition of supporting heritage initiatives
like yours that promote the history of the
rail industry”.

CN 55500 is in extremely good shape
inside and out.  The operators’ seats, stove
and horn were removed prior to delivery
to Wainwright, but an extra chair and
stove are already on hand.  We will be on
the lookout for another appropriate seat,

and a horn to complete the display. Origi-
nal table-tops built over the air tanks will
provide ideal space for displaying some
photos of snowplows in action.

This snowplow will be on public dis-
play for the 2003 season.

Please see additional photos on page 5.

CN has donated a unique snowplow
to the Wainwright Railway Preserva-
tion Society. CN 55500, a double track
snowplow, was delivered to Wain-
wright on December 16, 2002.

This type of snowplow was designed
to throw snow to the right hand side only,
so that parallel tracks could be cleanly
plowed. Built in 1939, it was assigned to
Jasper until its recent retirement.
CN55500 was the last of this type on
CN’s roster, and is the only CN example
preserved.  Its interior is also completely
different from the snow plow already in
our collection (CN55414).

The Wainwright Railway Preservation
Society wishes to thank the following for
their part in this donation:

• Brian A Kalin, CN Operations Su-
perintendent, Pacific Division, Al-
berta Zone, Edmonton, AB.

• Jack McBain, CN Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Edmonton, AB.

• Ms. Marie-France Cloutier, Co-
ordinator CN Community Invest-
ment Program, Montreal.

• Gail Devers, Director, External Com-
munications, CN, Montreal.

Gail Devers said, “At CN, we are
proud of our history and for that reason
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Main Entrance Sign
Under Construction

Work began last summer
to build the sign at the main
entrance to Wainwright Rail
Park with the pouring of a ce-
ment pad approximately 20
feet long.

When completed, the sign
will resemble a stone railway
station, complete with clock
tower.

Rocks were gathered and
Keith Brower began the task
of splitting the rock and erect-
ing the stone face of the sign.
Mortar was mixed on site us-
ing the mixer purchased ear-
lier attached to Alvin
Valleau’s tractor. Working
early in the day through the

heat of summer 2002 and into
October as time permitted,
the stone work is now about
five working days from com-
pletion. When completed the
sign will be 16 feet long and
eight feet high, with the clock
tower extending four feet
from the roof peak.

The roof, and its wood
bracing, will be built in
Keith’s shop over the winter.
It is expected that the sign
will be completed by May 15,
2003.

A Community Lottery
Board Grant funds our main
entrance sign project.

Museums Alberta grant funds
UGG building

Photos added to Archival
Collection

A concrete floor for
the building pur-
chased from UGG
last year will be-
come a reality this
spring through a
$4,800 grant from
Museums Alberta.
The 30 x 40 foot
building was moved to Wain-
wright Rail Park in 2001, but
funding was not available at
that time to replace the floor.
Large holes were cut in the
original floor prior moving
the building to remove envi-
ronmental damage caused by
farm chemical storage.

Last fall, Sharp Under-
ground prepared the base for
the floor and footings. Cold
weather prevented the pour-
ing of the concrete at that
time, but forms were readied
to enable an early start this
spring. Once the floor is
poured the building will be
moved onto the floor, the old
wooden floor cut out and the

building set down. It is antici-
pated the building will be use-
able in May.

The interior will need sub-
stantial work before it is
ready to house displays.  In-
sulation, wallboard, ceilings,
lighting, and new doors will
all be required. When com-
pleted the building and dis-
plays will be handicapped ac-
cessible.

George Carpenter, Ray
Matthews and Norm Corness
have added more photos to
the WRPS archives.

George Carpenter, of
Menlo Park, CA sent a few
more photos of steam loco-
motives taken in Wainwright
and a photo of the 1939 Royal
Train at Kinsella, Alberta.
George admits the quality of
the Royal Train photo is poor,
but what this photo may lack
in quality is made up for in
subject matter.  There are not
too many photos of the Royal

Train taken at Kinsella!  Also
included was a striking photo
taken in the early 1940’s of a
CNR 3500 (2-8-2) leaving
the Kinsella water tank.

George worked for CN’s
Engineering Department in
the 1950’s while attending
University. He worked
through Wainwright on sid-
ing extension projects.

Ray Matthews was a
Trainmaster at Biggar, SK
and Edmonton, AB and
worked both sides of the

Photos, Continued on page 3

Sage Sand & Gravel hauled the fill clay.
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When CN’s track and facilities between
The Pas and Churchill, Manitoba
were sold to Omnitrax several years

ago, passenger car 54959, formerly named
“Wainwright”, was part of the deal. The car re-
mained in service as accommodation for crews
on wreck trains for its new owners, The Hudson
Bay Railway, in the summer of 2002.

Hudson Bay Railway shows interest in
donating to WRPS

Brad Wurtz and
Don McGuire visited
The Pas in July and
were given permission
to photograph the car
and met with Tom
McCahill, HBR’s Su-
perintendent Opera-
tions and several oth-
ers, to discuss acquir-
ing the car upon its re-
tirement.

When built in 1923
he car contained 12
open sections (upper
and lower berths) and
a bedroom. It was re-
built in 1949 to eight
open sections, two
bedrooms and a draw-
ing room. The men’s
and lady’s washrooms
were in opposite ends
of the car.

The car is in won-
derful condition with

its eight sleeping sec-
tions still in place.  Al-
though the lower seats
have been replaced
with wood bed frames,
the eight upper berths
are intact. The Draw-
ing Room and one bed-
room remain intact,
while the second bed-
room and ladies wash-
room has been con-
verted into a small
lounge area. The men’s
washroom has seen the
addition of a shower
and removal of the
leather bench seat, but
otherwise remains
original. The car’s ex-
terior is in good condi-
tion.

We also photo-
graphed HBR 2512
(an SW800 switcher)
which has suffered

some serious electrical
problems and, accord-
ing to the shop staff,
was a candidate for re-
tirement. Control
stands have already
been removed from the
cab and it was sug-
gested we add 2512 to
our formal donation re-
quest.

An official request
for the donation of
HBR 54959 and HBR
2512 has been sent to
HBR’s General Man-
ager Darcy Brede.

Wainwright Subdivision.  His photos are featured
in many railway publications.  Ray is retired and
lives in Mission, BC.

Norm Corness is a retired CNR machinist liv-
ing in Edmonton.  He worked in both the CN
Roundhouse and the Calder Diesel Shop and
photographed practically every locomotive to
move through the shops.  Norm has agreed to let
us digitally reproduce his collection for research
purposes.  Don McGuire has several envelopes
of photos and negatives on loan. When scanning

If donated we
would negotiate with
CN for the delivery
from The Pas to Wain-
wright.

While in The Pas
we also photographed
several locomotives
being scrapped.  A con-
versation was struck
with Nick Klyn, of
Togo Welding and Me-
chanical Repair, con-
tracted to do the scrap-
ping.  Nick offered to
donate some locomo-
tive parts for locomo-
tive restoration and to
cut the cab off a
scrapped locomotive
for display use, if de-
sired. If parts were do-
nated we would be re-
sponsible for transport
to Wainwright.

of these is complete, he will return them to Norm,
and pick up more. Norm has also donated sev-
eral 8x10 photos of steam and early diesel loco-
motives.  Although not taken in Wainwright, they
depict CN power that worked through this area,
and are priceless archival additions.

The Wainwright Railway Preservation Soci-
ety thanks George, Ray and Norm for their valu-
able additions to our collection. Their photos are
displayed in the photo gallery in the sleeping car
“Matapedia”.

Photos, Continued from page 2
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GTP Roundhouse & Coaling Trestle
Blueprints Donated

Copies of the GTP roundhouse and
coaling trestle blueprints have been do-
nated to the Wainwright Railway Pres-
ervation Society. The Wainwright
roundhouse was built in 1912.

Warren Bjorenson, of New Norway,
Alberta had acquired copies from the
original linen blueprints of the coaling
trestle. The blueprints have since been
destroyed and Warren’s are the only
known copies from the originals.  Brad
Wurtz met Warren at the Edmonton
Train show in 2001 and discussed the
possibility of getting copies. Warren lent
us the blueprints, and Bob Hardcastle,
of Hardcastle Design in Calgary, agreed
to do the digital imaging. (Bob also
owns and operates Athabasca Scale
Models, manufacturer of HO and N
gauge passenger car and caboose kits
and details.  All 53 pages have now been

printed on heavy archival paper and a
scale model diorama of the roundhouse
is planned for the future.

Les Kozma, President of the Cana-
dian Northern Society, has donated three
pages of coal trestle blueprints.

Although not all details are repre-
sented in these pages, we have enough
to go on to build a scale replica of this
facility built in Wainwright by the Grand
Trunk Pacific in 1910.  Construction of
this diorama is underway,  when com-
pleted the model will be over 12 feet
long.

Other recent donations
Power Comm, an industrial cable

supply company, has donated a 650-foot
reel of heavy electrical cable. Shortly
after delivery to Wainwright Rail Park,
Francis Everett, of Owl Electric, in-

stalled underground electrical service to
Matapedia.  Underground cable was also
installed to three electrical stanchions
along the tracks at the west end of our
park. Electrical service is now available
near all our rolling stock, and enough
cable is on hand to provide lighting to
our main entrance sign.

Cat work has been donated by R-P
Oilfield Services (Butch Panter) on sev-
eral occasions.  On several occasions
Butch levelled clay fill at the east end
of our park. The M. D. of Wainwright
and Town of Wainwright has also con-
tributed to the work in this area. Sev-
eral contractors have hauled clay to the
area, and following several years of fill-
ing, this low area it is now approaching
the proper level to allow expansion of
our rail grades.  Culverts must now be
acquired and installed in the existing
Town of Wainwright drainage ditch be-
fore further development can take place.
We will be consulting with the Town and
the Municipality to ensure that the drain-
age remains adequate.  A restoration
shop is planned for this area in the fu-
ture.

Locomotive models donated
for Cisco Bridge display

When Doug and Jackie Hole donated
the Cisco Bridge diorama in 2001 we
were in need of a train to display on the
bridge. Dennis Lever loaned us several
locomotive and car models for display
until we could acquire our own.

Last fall, an undecorated Athearn
SD40-2 model was donated by Round-
house Sales Ltd, Edmonton and an
Athearn C44-9 by Puce Creek Distribu-
tors, Concord, Ontario.  Additional de-
tail parts have been purchased and Don
McGuire is in the final stages of com-
pleting the models for display on the
bridge diorama. A full train of
Intermountain grain hoppers is on loan
from Brad Wurtz to complete the scene.

2002 Show & Shine
The Wainwright Railway Preservation Society was again providing food service
at the Auto Fanatics annual “Show & Shine” last summer.  A B. J. Services food
service trailer was delivered from Lloydminster and provided ample cooking
surfaces for our volunteer cooks.  A pancake breakfast was served beginning at
8 a.m., with barbequed beef on a bun and hamburgers available for lunch.  Phil
and Bev Valleau, Dennis and Ruth Lever, Art and Lyn-J Gadoury, Lloyd Hill,
Cliff Beazley and Don McGuire were on hand to set up, cook, clean up and run
for supplies.  A good crowd was on hand for one of our annual fund-raisers.  It is
anticipated that we will be invited to participate in the 2003 show.

Art Gadoury
cooks pancakes
at the 2002 Auto
Fanatics Show &

Shine.
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 Coming Events
February 15 & 16
Calgary  Supertrain

Big 4 Building
Calgary Stampede Park

Park maintenance tools purchased
A Community Lottery Board Grant has
provided finding for park maintenance
tools at Wainwright Rail Park.
A mower and a trimmer have been pur-

chased and were put to use last sum-
mer. Previously our membership pro-
vided their personal equipment to keep
the park presentable.

PNR 6th Division
Spring Meet to
include WRPS tour

The 6th Division, Pacific Northwest
Region of the National Model Railroad
Association, will hold their annual  con-
vention May 16-19, 2003 in
Lloydminster and Wainwright.  The
event will be co-hosted by The Wain-
wright Railway Preservation Society
and Lloydminster non-aligned model-
lers.

The convention and the operating
displays will be in the Lakeland Col-
lege Gymnasium in Lloydminster.
Wainwright Rail Park will host the pro-
totype tour on Saturday, May 17, pro-
viding tours of our facilities, as well as
trips to the Fabyan trestle and The Wain-
wright Museum. Local model railroads
will also be on the Saturday agenda, and
the Wainwright Railway Preservation
Society will provide lunch for conven-
tion registrants.

A public show will be held at the
Lakeland College Gym on Sunday, May
18 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Many port-
able model railroads from clubs
throughout Alberta and Saskatchewan
will be operating for the public. Some
clubs from greater distances may also
make the trip to Lloydminster. Clinics
on all aspects of model railroading will
be offered to registrants on Sunday, with
a banquet Sunday evening. WRPS
Board Member, Brad Wurtz is conven-
tion chairperson, while Don McGuire is
chairing the clinic program.

A brochure and registration form for
the convention is being mailed with this
newsletter. Further information can be
found on the convention website
www.borderrail.ca.

March 15 & 16
Prairie Rail Train Show
Trade Centre, Hall C,

Saskatoon

April 25 & 26
Wainwright Trade Show

Peace Memorial Multiplex

May 16 -19
BorderRail 2003

PNR 6th Div. Convention
Lloydminster & Wainwright

The right-hand side of the plow is wedge
shaped to throw snow in one direction.

Phil Valleau and Don McGuire are
dwarfed by the giant blade.

Photo courtesy Wainwright Star-Chronicle
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Museums
Alberta
advisors visit
Wainwright
Rail Park

Wainwright Rail Park took part in
Museums Alberta’s site visit program in
2002. Museum Advisors and Interns vis-
ited many member museums in north-
eastern Alberta over the summer months
to give advise and answer questions on
any concerns.  Museum Advisor Gerry
Osmond and Intern Corey Chimko vis-
ited Wainwright Rail Park on June 15,
with most of our Executive and Board
of Directors present for the visit. Our
volunteers provided salads and
barbequed hamburgers for lunch.

After a thorough tour of our facili-
ties our membership raised questions on
artifact preservation, access and other
display matters. Our preservation tech-
niques met with most recommended
practices and the visitors were im-
pressed with the restoration of the pas-
senger car “Matapedia” and were pleas-
antly surprised to find the light levels
(both lux and ultra violet) in the car well
within acceptable limits.

Light levels in the bunkhouse were

not good, but improved with the window
shutters in place.  Our visitors deemed
access to all areas of Wainwright Rail
Park fine and thought our boardwalk sys-
tem fit our theme well.

Some recommendations were made
regarding site security and artifact cata-
loguing. These recommendations will be
dealt with as resources become available.

A package of requested information
has arrived from Museums Alberta along
with a full report on the site visit. Infor-
mation included grant applications from
several sources, catalogues of preserva-
tion materials and requested contact in-
formation for further information.

L-R Phil Valleau, Lloyd Hill, Cliff Beasley, Lyn-J Gadoury, Corey Chimko (Museums AB In-
tern), Greey Osmond (Museums AB Advisor) and Don McGuire.

Phil Valleau shows the Cisco Bridge display
to Gerry Osmond & Corey Chimko.


